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Baby Steps Into A First Language

L a n g u a g e  

C o r n e r

Narrate actions and name objects

The tone of voice

A simple sentence structure

When they can't get it right

Avoid Corrections
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With newborns and babies, narrating every action is the easiest way to introduce
language in a non-artificial way. 
Focus on pronouncing every noun clearly and in isolation, rather than in a long
sentence. If the input is clear, it often only takes one or two repetitions for them to
memorize it. 

It can be tricky at first, but speaking with a low and calm tone of voice enhances the
child's focus and creates the ideal cognitive environment for acquisition. It's also
calming for both parent/caregiver and child. It's probably a good idea to limit the use
of baby-voices and falsetto; everything is input and every piece of input matters.

The period immediately preceding the linguistic explosion, around 24 months, is a period
of great frustration for the child because his thought is now precise, the linguistic
production...um, not so much.
If you understood the word or sentence they are trying to say, try repeating it slowly
and let them read your lips.

If the input is too long or too complex, it can result confusing and that's often the
reason why children stop paying attention and will not do what they're asked to.
Especially with directives, but with everything, favor short clear sentences.

Choose to repeat the proper word or sentence instead of correcting the child. 
Corrections are quite useless in this context: in first language acquisition, nothing
really happens via negation, it's only the correct input that will eventually yield a
correct output. In this spirit, repeating a wrong expression will slow the process down.
(We know it's irresistible sometimes: mispronounced words can be so cute!) 


